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EUROPEAN SOCIETY FOR PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE

Final report 

21st GENERAL ASSEMBLY ESPMH

Cardiff, UK, 17 August 2007, 16.30-17.30 hrs
Attendants (45):

Ahlzen, Rolf (Sweden); Andorno, Roberto (Switzerland); Arnason, Vilhjalmur (Iceland); Badcott, David (UK); Barker, Jeffrey (USA); Battin, Margaret (USA); Bhardwaj, Mina (UK); Brown, Lindsey (UK); Buyx, Alena (Germany); Cutter, Anthony Mark (UK); Edgar, Andrew (U.K.); Dekkers, Wim (The Netherlands); Ehni, Hans-Jörg (Germany); Eijkholt, Marleen (UK); Gordijn, Bert (The Netherlands); Häyry, Matti (U.K.); Hernandez, Justo (Spain); Hodkinson, Kate (UK); Holm, Søren (UK); Jakusovaitë, Irayda (Lithuania); Kimsma, Gerrit K. (The Netherlands); Levit, Mairi (UK); Lichterman, Boleslav (Russia); Lötjonen, Salla (Finland); Louhiala, Pekka (Finland); Mallia, Pierre (Malta); Turoldo, Fabrizio (Italy); Norup, Michael (Denmark); Onyebuchi Arah (The Netherlands/USA); Ozaki, Kyoichi (Japan); Pegoraro, Renzo (Italy); Pijnenburg, Martien (The Netherlands); Sahm, Stephan W. (Germany); Schramme, Thomas (Germany); Scott, Niall (UK); Sile, Vija (Latvia); Simek, Jiri (Czech Republic); Sirnes, Thorvald (Norway); Stempsey, William (USA); Svenaeus, Fredrik (Sweden); Takala, Tuija (UK); Tyreman, Stephen (U.K.); Vehmas, Simo (Finland); Woods, Simon (UK); Zalewski, Zbigniew (Poland); 

1. Draft report of the 20th General Assembly of the ESPMH in Helsinki, Finland, Friday, August 25th 2006

The report is approved without comments or corrections.

2. Report of the ESPMH Board over 2006

a. The secretary: membership; activities 

The secretary reports that during the last year the ESPMH membership has decreased from 490 to 430 members. The treasurer has cast 90 persons who had not paid membership fees for years from the ESPMH membership list. 30 members are new. Most of the time of the secretary was spent in preparing this year’s conference. Several mailings were sent to the members, including materials for the Cardiff conference. Moreover, first preparations have been made for the 2008 Tartu conference and the call for abstracts was launched. There have also been talks with Urban Wiesing to organise the 2009 conference in Tübingen (Germany); this proposal is on the current agenda.

b. The treasurer: final account for 2006

The treasurer distributes the final account for 2006 (in Euro). 

Year Account ESPMH 2006

Income

Membership fees
postal giro 





520 €




general acc



          

10,784.1 €




conf acc





825 €

12,129.1 €  

Conference fees 
postal giro



             
840 €




general acc



           

27875 €




conf acc





15,905.5 €











44,620.5 €




interest






220,69 €

Subtotal








56,970.29 €

Negative saldo







1,417.36 €
Totals









58,387.65 €

Expenses

Costs


general account



     
1,684.6 €




conf acc



                   
47.69 €

 






                 

1,732.29 €  

Chamber of Commerce 





     
22.2 €

ESPMH Prize 








1000 €

Helsinki conference







21,840 €

Secretariat Nijmegen





             
6,352.92 €

Wrong Deposit 






     
77.24 €

Board costs








880 €

Treasury








990 €

Journal









25,493

Wrong deposit







77.24

Subtotal








56,970.29

Negative saldo 







1,417.36

Totals







                 
58387.65 €

3. Report of the Financial Review Committee over 2006

Alfred Simon and Martien Pijnenburg have sent a letter to the secretariat stating that they find the account 2006 in order. The letter is read before the GA. The Financial Account over 2006 is approved by the GA.

4. Election of Financial Review Committee over 2007

Alfred Simon and Martien Pijnenburg have been re-elected as members of the Financial Review Committee over 2007. 

5. Society’s fee

Since the financial situation of the society is sound there is no proposal to change the membership fee.

6. Preliminary budget 2008

Income

Membership fees 
350×






14,000 €

Conference fees 
120×






36,000 €

Interest
 




     


300 €

Total 









50,300 €

Expenses

Bank costs 





    


400 €

Cardcomp costs




 


1,500 €

Chamber of commerce 






29 €

Printing



                         


2,500 €     

Secretariat Nijmegen




 


6,352 €

Prices                                                                          


1,500 € 

Conference costs 



          



20,000 €

Treasury





 


1,500 €

Journal 




           



14,000 €

Positive Saldo




 


2,519 €
Total                                                                       



50,300 €

The budget proposal is basically the same as the one from last year. It has been approved by the board. There is no need to change the membership fees. The budget proposal is also approved by the assembly. 

7. Election Members of the ESPMH Board

In an earlier letter (dated 26 October 2006) the secretary invited the ESPMH members to nominate candidates for the position of President-Elect as well as three further positions of regular member of the Board. 

Subsequent to the invitation to propose candidates, the secretary has received two nominations. Tuija Takala was nominated for the position of President-Elect of the ESPMH and Margaret Battin was nominated for a position of regular member of the Board. As to the other two positions of regular member of the Board, both Vilhjálmur Arnason (already member of the Board) and Renzo Pegoraro (now President of the ESPMH) are willing to serve yet another term on the ESPMH Board as regular member. 

Therefore, the Board’s election proposal for the position of President-Elect is: Tuija Takala. Moreover, the proposal for position 1 of regular member of the Board is: Margaret Battin. The proposal for position 2 of regular member of the Board is: Vilhjálmur Arnason. The proposal for position 3 of regular member of the Board is: Renzo Pegoraro.

According to the by-laws concerning the election procedure, a candidate can be elected without ballots if there is only one candidate for a position and the General Assembly unanimously agrees. Biosketches of the candidates have been enclosed in this mailing. 

Therefore, the president asks the ESPMH members whether we can proceed without ballots. The members agree with this proposal.

Thus, Tuija Takala will be the new President-Elect is. Moreover, Margaret Battin will be a new board member. Finally, Vilhjálmur Arnason and Renzo Pegoraro are re-elected as regular member of the Board.
8. Number of board members with respect to the next elections

According to the Statutes, the number of positions in the Board has to be settled by the GA. There is no proposal to change the current number of seats. That means that we continue to have 9 board positions. 

9. Future conferences

· Tartu, Estonia: Margit Sutrop gives an update about the upcoming conference in 2008.
· Tübingen, Germany: Hans-Jörg Ehni presents a proposal to host the 2009 conference. The proposal is accepted.

· Further plans: A host for the 2010 meeting has still to be found. Proposals are welcome.

10. Journal Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy
The manuscript flow is good. This year, the editors-in-chief have increased the frequency of the journal from 3 to 4 issues per year. The rejection rate is 45%. The quality of the papers is still improving. Accordingly, the editors-in-chief would like to see that the journal be included in the ISI database. Together with Springer they have decided to apply for ISI status in 2008. In 2007 it should first be demonstrated that the journal is published according to its new stated frequency. All in all, the journal is in a healthy shape.

11. ESPMH prize for young scholars
Onyebuchi Arah has won the first prize. The second prize was won by Alena Buyx. Next year we will have a contest again. Next year we will have a contest again, the deadline being 1 February 2008.

12. A.O.B.

· No remarks

